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Award-winning biographer Jean Fritz brings one of America's favorite Founding Fathers to life! 

Most people know that Alexander Hamilton was killed in a duel with Aaron Burr, and that his face is

on the ten-dollar bill. But he was much more than that, and here acclaimed biographer Jean Fritz

explores all facets of his life. Born in the West Indies, Hamilton arrived in New York as an outsider.

He fought in the Revolution and became Washington's most valuable aide-de-camp. He was there

for the writing of the Constitution and became the first Secretary of the Treasury. Fritz's talent for

bringing historical figures to life shines as she shares her fascination with this man of action who

was honorable, ambitious, and fiercely loyal to his adopted country.
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When I saw this book sitting on the "New Children's Books" table at our library, I snatched it up for 3

reasons (well, 4 reasons, but the fourth reason was purely fluff):- It was written by Jean Fritz, one of

my favorite historical writers.- It is about a man who definitely deserves to not be forgotten, but is not

much mentioned beyond a line or two in primary and middle school history books. Alexander

Hamilton was an honest, passionate man who played an integral role in how the economic system

of the United States government was set up. It's amazing to think that a man who came from such



humble and illegitimate beginnings would later rise to become a powerful, influential figure in a

newly emerging America, a country he adopted and for which he fought passionately.- I knew that

Hamilton, our nation's first Secretary of the Treasury, formed the Revenue Cutter Service, the

forerunner of our modern US Coast Guard. (A Coastie can get into real trouble for not knowing that!)

And yes, there is a Coast Guard Cutter (a 378 footer) named after him.- I loved the cover. (Told you

it was a fluff reason.)I feel strongly that children need to read biographies of real people who had a

hand in shaping various aspects of society and the world as we know it. They need real life

examples of real people, living and dead, good and bad, to learn from. But children reading about

adults can sometimes be problematic, given the duality of human nature. Even the best among us

can have feet of clay, or moments of clay.Such is the case of Alexander Hamilton. The man is an

example of honesty, hard work, determination and patriotism. But he made his mistakes.
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